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The political System in the Game of Thrones
Introduction
 	Game of Thrones is a movie series that is an excellent example of a fictional government. In this series, the political system is commonly based on lordship and the kingdoms run by a king and lords. Additionally, the political power belongs to a class of few noble’s houses where they determine the welfare of the whole kingdom. All these grand houses are under the same king whom they pledge their loyalty to. The people of Westeros lack the powers to choose who they think suits the position of leadership, and authority is passed from one generation to another among the royal houses (Seawright et al., 2008). This is an excellent example of a fiction government where different political and government aspect is outlined. For an adequate understanding of the form of government in Game of Thrones, the study of the king of Andals heading all the seven kingdoms in Westeros efficiently portray a government system.
1. Is there a state in these films? If there is the state, would you say the state is stable in terms of autonomy or capacity? What about scope?
Absolute Monarchy is the type of state that exists in the Game of thrones. In this type of government, the king has all the unlimited powers over the subjects; for example, king Robert Baratheon has absolute control over all the residents of the seven kingdoms. The state in Game of thrones is stable in terms of capacity since the legal arms, armies, as well as religious institutions, are not self-independent (Seawright et al., 2008). There is influence from the king in every critical decision made in the Seven kingdoms.
 	The extent or the scope at which the government in Game of thrones exercises its powers is across seven kingdoms.  These seven kingdoms are a kingdom in the North, a nation in the mountain, Isles kingdom, the rock kingdom, Stormlands kingdom, Reach territory as well as the domain of Dorne. All these kingdoms are headed by a lord who performs the requirements of the king but enforces the law as well as maintains order in the specific territory (Seawright et al., 2008). The political future in all these seven kingdoms is uncertain due to frequent warfare.
2. What form of legitimacy does the government use to appeal to the people?
Legal authority is one form of legitimacy used by the government in Game of thrones to appeal to people. The legal jurisdiction in Game of thrones is exercised by the lords and the king through his advising council. An appropriate example of the application of judicial authority by lords to appeal to the people is where the hear petitions brought before them and make decisions. Delivering justice to the people without favor wins the trust of the people in the whole kingdom (Milliken et al., 2002). These legal authorities effectively kept the people of all the seven kingdoms united majorly during the reign of House Targaryen. 
The government uses traditional authorities to appeal to the people. This is an essential tool used by many government forms where they use traditional means to maintain the support of the people. In the Game of Thrones, for example, the government uses ceremonies such as wedding practices to bring the people together (Milliken et al., 2002). Additionally, the government upholds the traditional concepts of a father being the head of the family and state affairs, and these methods prove to be effective in appealing to people’s support.
Charismatic authority is an excellent example of legitimacy form used by the fiction government in Game of thrones to appeal to the people. In these types of the leader is exercise authority from charisma aspect as expected by the people. King Robert Baratheon in the Game of thrones clearly showed this legitimacy aspect, which helped in maintaining unity among the people (Milliken et al., 2002). However, these legitimacy techniques are in contrast with the legal authority and traditional authority as they forcefully appeal to the people.
3. Are there ethnic or national divisions in the political systems? Or are social, economic divisions more critical? What about gender?
In the game of thrones film, the national division is the most apparent aspect from the begging to the end of the show. Since Game of thrones comprises seven kingdoms, after the assassination of the true king of the house Targaryen, divisions were witnessed; some lords pledged their loyalty to king Robert whereas others did not. This led to the humiliation of the lords who did not support the current system. After the death of King Robert Baratheon, his son Joffrey took over, and a short time decided to execute Lord Ned Stark (Fukuyama, 2004). These incidents escalated the national difference in the Northern kingdom. These national divisions were also due to ideological differences among the seven kingdoms.
Social, economic differences are also evident in the fiction government in Game of Thrones, where these divisions are as a result of national divisions. The royal class houses rarely interact with the ordinary residents of Westeros city. These social, economic differences are also as a result of high taxes imposed on the people of Westeros as well as all the seven kingdoms at large. These high taxes are imposed on people to run the kingdom affairs as well as maintaining the military, which was always in constant warfare (Fukuyama, 2004). However, the social, economic divisions are not as adverse as the national divisions, which are the primary source of war in the dictatorship regime.
	Gender divisions are always limited in the monarchy government systems since the husbands are expected to be the head of the house. In the fictional government of Game of Thrones, however, gender division is evident. Yara Greyjoy disagrees with her father as well as her brother since she believes she has a better opportunity to be a lord disregarding her father’s opinion (Fukuyama, 2004). This gender division clearly states that any gender can bring revolution in the government system.
4. How would you describe the ideology of the political system?
 	Political ideology is exercised by those in power and the primary role and outlines ethical ideals which determine the functioning of an institution. In the Game of thrones fiction government film, the political ideology is exercised by the wealthy minority who decide the state affairs of all the seven kingdoms. The lords decide on their subjects without giving them a chance to appeal. This is a discriminatory political ideology where those in power misuse their power with no one to question them. These political ideologies also indicate a dictatorship ideology since the subjects of all the seven kingdoms do not have the right to make their decisions; preferably, decisions are made for them (Schmitter et al., 1991). Consequently, the people of the seven kingdoms do not have the right to expression, and military force is used against all those who try to express themselves.  
5. What is the type of regime?
In the Game of Thrones, the regime type is non-democratic. The type of these non-democratic type of government is Monarchy. The characteristic of monarchy type of government is the king rules the whole kingdom. In the Game of Thrones, the king is responsible for all the seven kingdoms. However, in this monarchical type of government, the power of the king is not limited by a constitution. In such a situation where the power of the king is not limited by the law, the type of Monarchy is absolute Monarchy. An appropriate example that shows absolute Monarchy is where king Joffrey orders the execution of Edward stark, who is the lord of the northern kingdom without questioning or following any law (Schmitter et al., 1991). In most cases, military techniques are the most employed techniques used to maintain power. 
Conclusion
Through the analysis of the fictional type of government in Game of thrones, different aspects of government are evident. In the Game of Thrones, the subjects have no power to express themselves or air their grievances to the government. As a result of this aspect, constant warfare is experienced since different parties are interested in taking control of all the seven kingdoms and enjoy absolute powers over the subjects. In this type of government, weak leaders are placed in leadership positions and these results in the manipulation in their decisions. There are different techniques as well as strategies employed by each type of government, and some of these strategies include assassination plots and betrayal, which facilitates the running of the government.
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